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in reference to the narratives of J and E. Their influence is pre- 
prophetic, and they are only prophetic in that they represent the higher 
elements of the primitive religion which served as the basis of the 
prophetic teaching, and in that they represent the earliest stage of the 
great ethical and spiritual movement of which the prophets were the 
chief exponents. 

Without taking up in detail the writer's treatment of the New 
Testament, his view of the Apocalypse may be indicated. Two modes, 
in his opinion, exist for the interpretation of the book. These are, 
that the method of the writer, like that of the author of the book of 
Daniel, was to give a symbolic account of previous history up to his 
own time, and then to predict a series of divine judgments as the 
immediate sequel to events of recent occurrence. The other is that 
the book is largely a reproduction of the ancient apocalypses, especially 
those of Ezekiel, Zachariah, and Daniel. The writer suggests two 
principles which should affect our views of all critical controversies : 
(i) neither the Fathers nor the reformers hesitated to speak of a work 
as John's or Paul's, if they felt that it had some connection with the 
apostle or that it was fairly representative of his teaching ; and (2) the 
biblical teachers and their times were exceptional and inspired beyond 
other ages and persons, and sometimes critical difficulties are exagger- 
ated by applying standards of feebler and darker days to an epoch of 
exalted spiritual power. The earnest reader will find much that is 
helpful in this volume. W. R. H. 



The Holy Bible Containing the Old and New Testament, translated 
out of the original tongues, being the Revised Version set 
forth A. D. 1881-1885, with the readings and renderings 
preferred by the American Revision Companies incorporated 
in the text, and with copyright marginal references. Printed 
for the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge. Oxford 
University Press; American Branch, 91-93 Fifth avenue. 
Cambridge University Press ; James Pott & Co., Agents, 
119-121 W. Twenty-third street, New York, 1898. 

The appearance of this new edition of the Revised Version is a 
source of satisfaction, especially in two particulars. First, it embraces 
in the text the readings of the American revisers, which, one cannot help 
feeling, in general are superior to those which they replace, and, second, 
it contains in its margin references to other passages. These refer- 
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ences are of five sorts : (i) quotations, or exact verbal parallels ; (2) 
passages referred to for similarity of idea or of expression; (3) pas- 
sages referred to by way of explanation or illustration ; (4) historical 
and geographical references — names of persons, places, etc., which 
recur ; (5) passages referred to as illustrating differences of rendering 
between the Authorized and Revised Versions. They are new and 
evidently especially provided for the present edition. As far as exam- 
ined, they seem to indicate more intelligence than is to be seen in the 
references of the Authorized Version, and are a testimony to the 
scholarship and the judgment of Dr. Scrivener and Dr. Moulton. 

So far as the typographical work is concerned, it may be said that 
the present edition is a decided advance in distinctness. In size it is 
8 X S^§ inches, and contains twelve maps which are well indexed. 
We notice that the map of the missionary journeys of Paul represents 
the apostle as having visited the cities of north Galatia. 

We do not understand that the present edition represents the recent 
work of the American Revision Committee, but rather has been pub- 
lished in anticipation of — we are almost forced to say forestalling — 
that edition. There doubtless will be room for both. At all events 
we shall look with increased interest for the true American translation, 
to which Dr. Howard Osgood, of Rochester Theological Seminary, and 
Dr. J. H. Thayer, of Harvard Divinity School, have, with other schol- 
ars, devoted so many years of self-sacrificing effort. 

S. M. 



Studies in Comparatire Religion. (Books for Bible Students.) 
By Alfred S. Geden, M.A. London : Charles H. Kelly, 
1898. Pp. 312. 2s. 6d. 

This book consists of the substance of lectures delivered during 
successive years at the Wesleyan College, Richmond, England, where 
Mr. Geden is tutor in Hebrew and biblical literature. After a chap- 
ter on origins, it discusses the religions of Egypt, Babylonia, and 
Assyria, the Zoroastrian system, and Muhammadanism. No claim of 
original investigation is made ; yet the author has selected good 
authorities for the most part, and his statements can generally be 
trusted. It cannot, however, be said that he is quite up to date in his 
treatment of Egyptian and Babylonian religion. In the one he seems 
to rely chiefly upon Renouf, "than whom," he says, "there is no 
greater authority ; " and in the latter, upon Sayce, who sometimes leads 



